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Message from Your Waterways Partnership Coordinator  
 

The past four months have seen so many changes which are inevitably influencing how we see the 

future and how our partnership will function going forward. Prior to the outbreak of Covid-19, the 

Executive Committee had begun a review of the Waterways Partnership. This happened at a time 

when the policy, funding and partnership context for waterways was going through significant 

change ð and this continues to be the case.  

 

Policy Round-up 
 

Following the launch of the Governmentõs environment plan, called 

'A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment', in 

2018, both the Environment Bill and Agricultural Bill have been 

going through Parliament. Although the pandemic has caused some 

delays, there has been movement in the past month with the 

Agriculture Billõs progress in the House of Lords at committee stage 

resuming on 28 July. The programme of motion for the Environment 

Bill was also agreed in June and the Public Bill Committee is now set 

to report at the end of September. 

 

During lock down, the public consultation on the new 
Environmental Land Management scheme (ELMS) was paused, re-

opened and then closed for comment on 31 July. The Department 

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs will be publishing a summary of the responses received, 

along with their follow-up actions, by the autumn. The deadline for the Environment Agencyõs 

ôChallenges and Choicesõ consultation on the river basin management plans was moved to 24 

September so there is still time to comment if you have not been able to do so yet 

(https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/environment-and-business/challenges-and-choices/).  

 

Funding and Projects 
 
The funding situation has been challenging with some key funders needing to divert their support to 

organisations and projects adversely affected by Covid-19. Funded projects have also been 

experiencing delays and are having to adapt delivery plans in response to the virus.  

 

This has been the case for projects in which the Waterways Partnership is involved, including the 

Sullied Sediments project, which is co-funded by the Interreg North Sea Region Programme. To find 

out how Sullied Sediments partners are responding to this challenge and catch up on other news, 

please read the latest newsletter here: 

https://wordpress.com/post/sulliedsediments.wordpress.com/513 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan/25-year-environment-plan-our-targets-at-a-glance
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/environment-and-business/challenges-and-choices/
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During lock down, the North Sea Region Programme 

published their Annual Report Summary for 2019, which is 

entitled òAddressing Change in the North Sea Regionó. 

The Sullied Sediments partnership was delighted to be 

featured in this publication, where our project and 

communications achievements from last year were 

recognised. The report can be viewed here: 

https://northsearegion.eu/media/13836/citizen-summary-

2019-28may2020.pdf. The article on Sullied Sediments 

appears on page 23.  

 

The Market Weighton Canal Trail management group 

experienced a set-back on funding for Covid-19 related 
reasons. On a positive note, an award was gratefully 

received from the Sancton Hill Wind Farm Community 

Fund for the installation of a ògatewayó, or entry point, 

onto the trail in Market Weighton town centre. This grant 

will enable the group to install an information board and 

creative seating to entice walkers to explore the trail 

further and find out about other walks and amenities in 

the local area. 

 

The creation of the Market Weighton Canal Trail as a 

branded heritage walking route has become all the more relevant in recent times in light of the  

Governmentõs renewed commitment to walking and cycling as part of the response to Covid-19 

and as part of their drive to promote better health and wellbeing. 

 

Partnerships 
 

The local and regional landscape remains complex 

with its mix of Defra-supported partnerships, area- 

and subject-based groups and independent 

partnerships such as our own. During lock down, 

we continued to work with the Hull and East 

Riding Catchment Partnership on the development of the ôChalkshireõ initiative. 

We are also engaging with the emerging Yorkshire Marine Nature Partnership, 

which has just set up a working group to focus on water quality issues in coastal 

waters, and liaising with partners on issues and projects relating to Beverley Beck, 

the River Hull, Aire and Calder in Goole and Gypsey Race.  

 

Going Forward 
 

Over the next few months, we will continue to monitor the national policy situation, prepare to 

take advantage of any funding opportunities that may arise and work in partnership to ensure that 

the potential and importance of our waterways are advocated during this time of immense change. 

The review of the partnership will take into account of these developments and seek to forge a 

reinvigorated approach to the management and development of our partnership. 

 
 

https://northsearegion.eu/media/13836/citizen-summary-2019-28may2020.pdf
https://northsearegion.eu/media/13836/citizen-summary-2019-28may2020.pdf
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PUBLICATIONS  
 

Canals, Plants and People: a Yorkshire Perspective  
A book authored by Ray Goulder  

 

This book is aimed at readers who enjoy and relax in the ambience of canals. It will appeal to 

botanists, ecologists, geographers, natural historians and boaters, and to those who walk or cycle 

along towpaths or take a wider interest in the countryside. The author explores how water plants 

in and alongside Yorkshireõs canals interact with human activity. 

Contents include: 

 

¶ A record of the plants found 

¶ The impact of boating on plants and vegetation 

¶ Plants in derelict and disused canals 

¶ Effects of restoration of disused canals 

¶ Relationships between plants and maintenance and 
management of canals 

¶ Rare plants, native plants that are beyond their natural 

geographic range, and alien plants 

¶ Impacts of leisure activities on plants 

¶ The future of plants in canals 
 

The author has worked extensively as a volunteer for the Canal 

and River Trust and has become increasingly focused on how the distribution and abundance of 

plants are related to the many ways in which people use and enjoy canals. 

 

The book is scientifically rigorous with a wealth of plant records in the appendices. Over 200 

references are cited and there is a comprehensive index. The authorõs own colour photographs 

also illustrate the text. 

 

Canals, Plants and People: a Yorkshire Perspective (2019) is published by the People, Landscape and 

Cultural Environment Education and Research Centre. For more information please visit:  

https://place.uk.com/category/publications/ 

 

 

Rivers Trust Review  
 

The 2019-20 River Trust Review uses a story map 

approach to talk about what their network of rivers 

trusts has achieved across the UK and Ireland over the 

last 12 months. To read highlights or access the full 

report, please visit:  

https://www.theriverstrust.org/2020/07/20/introducing-

the-2019-20-rivers-trust-review/ 

 

At the same time and for a pleasant diversion, why not check out the Trustõs podcast called 

ôRambling About Riversõ, which has featured discussions on climate change, dams, volunteering and 

education? Use the following link to have a listen: https://anchor.fm/theriverstrust 

https://place.uk.com/category/publications/
https://www.theriverstrust.org/2020/07/20/introducing-the-2019-20-rivers-trust-review/
https://www.theriverstrust.org/2020/07/20/introducing-the-2019-20-rivers-trust-review/
https://anchor.fm/theriverstrust
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MONITORING AND DATA  
 

Dragonflies and Damselflies in the Hull area  
An article by Africa Gómez and Richard Shillaker, Hull Natural History Society and Yorkshire Dragonfly 

Group 

 

In 2019, the Hull Natural History Society and Yorkshire 

Dragonfly Group surveyed the distribution of adult 

damselflies and dragonflies in and around Hull, including 

villages such as Cottingham and Wawne. We were 

helped by other local naturalists and members of the 

public. Records were obtained for 19 species, with 
breeding evidence for 14. There were 618 records, 

including the first sighting of Willow Emerald Damselfly 

in South-east Yorkshire.  

 

Ponds and lakes were found to be the most species-rich 

sites, the top site for the number of species being 

Foredyke Green Pond (TA100348) with 11 species. 

Other good sites included Beverley and Barmston Drain 

(7 species) and the River Hull (6 species). Notably, the 

Banded Demoiselle appeared to be widespread along the 

River Hull, north of Clough Road, but only single 

individuals were recorded, with no evidence of 

breeding.  

 

We will be conducting the survey again this year and 

welcome details or photographs of sightings on 

waterways and other wetlands, including garden ponds, 

from our recording area (part of OS grid squares TA 02, 03, 12 and 13). Further records of Banded 

Demoiselle, especially evidence of breeding (males displaying to females, copulation or egg laying), 

are of particular interest. This species has quite a long flight season from mid-May to early 

September. Please also look out for the Large Red Damselfly because there were no records for 

this common species in our area in 2019. It is on the wing typically from mid-April to the end of 

July, and is the only red-bodied Damselfly in Yorkshire.   

 

The ôCity of Dragonsõ 2019 report can be downloaded from the Yorkshire Dragonfly Group 

website here: http://www.yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk/?page_id=87.  

 

For more information, please contact Africa Gómez at a.gomez@hull.ac.uk or on Twitter 

@aBugBlog.  

 
Photo (top): Male Banded Demoiselle © Africa Gómez  

Photo (bottom): Female Banded Demoiselle © Africa Gómez  

 

 

 

 

http://www.yorkshiredragonflies.org.uk/?page_id=87
mailto:a.gomez@hull.ac.uk
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Another Call for Wildlife Sightings  
From the Hull Maritime Project 

 

The Hull Maritime project is working with the Yorkshire 

Wildlife Trust to gather material for a new display that 

will be mounted in the refurbished Hull Maritime 

Museum. The team is looking for interesting historic 

wildlife examples linked to the River Hull and Humber as 

well as contemporary stories including sightings and 

photos from the public. 

 

The display will look at the natural history of the city that 

surrounds the River Hull and Humber with good examples from the past and inspiring ones from 

the present. Photos will be shared online and used for reference. A final, edited collection of 

examples and information will also be published by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. 

 

Please send your contributions to hymc@hullcc.gov.uk or use @Hullmaritime on Facebook and 

Twitter to share them. 

 

Photo: Kingfisher © Jonathan Proud 

 

 

Catchment Monitoring Cooperative  
 

The Catchment Data User Group and the Catchment 

Based Approach (CaBA) National Support Group, led by 

The Rivers Trust, is proposing òa radical step-change in 

how citizen science and community monitoring data could 

be gathered, interpreted and shared to fill gaps in 

knowledge and to engage local communities in creating a 

more balanced water environment to the benefit of 

people and wildlifeó.  

 

Their aim is to establish a national Catchment Monitoring 

Cooperative, which would to bring together local communities, non-government organisations, 

businesses and public bodies to develop a coordinated and cost-effective environmental monitoring 

programme.  

 

This initiative fits in with the 25 Year Environment Plan, which sets out an intention to develop a 

cost-effective citizen science programme to inform progress against the outcome indicators, whilst 

also increasing citizen engagement with the environment. For more information and to sign up for 

alerts, please visit:  
https://monitoring.catchmentbasedapproach.org/ 

 

Photo: Yorkshire Wildlife Trustõs Tracy Allen taking a water sample at Potteric Carr during a 

training session for Tomorrowõs Natural Leaders youth programme © Sullied Sediments Project 
 

 training session for Tomorrowõs Natural Leaders youth programme © Sullied Sediments Project 
 

 training session for Tomorrowõs Natural Leaders youth programme © Sullied Sediments Project 
 

 training session for Tomorrowõs Natural Leaders youth programme © Sullied Sediments Project 
 

 training session for Tomorrowõs Natural Leaders youth programme © Sullied Sediments Project 
 

 

mailto:hymc@hullcc.gov.uk
https://monitoring.catchmentbasedapproach.org/
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RESOURCES AND TOOLS  
 
During lock down, we have seen a wide range of organisations adopting the webinar format to 

bring together like-minded people for discussion and to share information and best practice. Here 

is a small sample of what has been on offer over the past couple of months:  

 

UK Water Resources Portal  
 

In May, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 

together with the National CaBA Support Group 

hosted a webinar on tools, data and evidence that 

can help us to better understand water resources 
at a catchment level. The focus of the webinar was 

the new UK Water Resources Portal which, for 

the first time, brings together data on river flows, 

groundwater levels, soil moisture, rainfall and temperatures to show the hydrological situation in 

(near) real-time at a range of spatial scales. The webinar can be accessed here: 

https://youtu.be/DebTf7xzyL0 

 

If you would like to check out the portal, please visit: https://eip.ceh.ac.uk/hydrology/water-

resources/ 

  

 

ôTransforming the Future of Land Managementõ Webinar Series  
 

Led by The Land App and The Duchy of Cornwall, Land Management 2.0 is a not-for-profit 

knowledge sharing network created to transform and shape the future of the land management 

sector.  

 

During lock down, Land Management 2.0 ran an 

informative 12-week webinar series called 

ôTransforming the Future of Land Managementõ. 

The webinars featured experts sharing their views 

on topics from ranging Government support for 

the sector (including an overview of ELMS), natural 

capital, regenerative land management and creating 

landscape-scale change. Each of the 12 webinars 

are available on their website: 

https://landmanagement20.com/ 

 

 

Inland Waterwaysõ Online Talks 
 

The Inland Waterways Association has also been busy hosting webinars on subjects such as 

waterways heritage and biodiversity net gain. Their next online talk is called ôIWA75 Series: A 

Waterway Revolutionõ on 11 August at 19:30. To register, visit the IWA website: 

https://www.waterways.org.uk/events_festivals/online_talks 

 

https://youtu.be/DebTf7xzyL0
https://eip.ceh.ac.uk/hydrology/water-resources/
https://eip.ceh.ac.uk/hydrology/water-resources/
https://landmanagement20.com/
https://www.waterways.org.uk/events_festivals/online_talks
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NOTEWORTHY NEWS  
 

Water Resource Planning is  Changing  
 

The way in which the water industry plans for future water 

resources resilience is changing, with a new emphasis on planning at 

a regional, as well as water company, scale. Water Resources 

North, which covers the area served by Yorkshire Water, 

Northumbrian Water and Hartlepool Water, recently held a 

stakeholder engagement event with all of the catchment 

partnerships in its area. The event was aimed at informing partners 

about the changes to water resources planning and providing some 

initial information about what regional planning could mean for 

Yorkshire and the North East.  

 

More events will be held in due course, as Water Resources North 

begins more detailed work to look at future water resources needs 

not just for public water supply but also other sectors such as 

agriculture and energy and, of course, our precious aquatic 

environments.  

 

For more information, please email granville.davies@yorkshirewater.co.uk 
 

Photo © Yorkshire Water 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This year, World Rivers Day will be celebrated on Sunday 27 September. In recognition of this 

occasion, the official trailer for a film called Last Paddle; 1000 rivers, 1 Life has been released. This 

documentary follows the personal journey of river advocate (and World Rivers Day founder) Mark 

Angelo, who has paddled more than 1000 rivers in well over 100 countries. The film deals with 

topics such as the impact of climate change on rivers, the reclamation of damaged urban waterways, 

and the importance of protecting the worldõs great river environments, while also encouraging 

others to become river champions in their own right.  

 

To date, volunteers in over 70 countries have been involved in World Rivers Day annually, 

organising or taking part in awareness raising events, clean-ups and other activities. For more 

information about what will be happening this year, please visit: https://worldriversday.com/. To 

recognise World Rivers Day, the Sullied Sediments partnership will be launching its brand new 
volunteer training resources. These resources will explain how people can get involved in water 

sampling in their local area and find out how they can reduce their impact on the water 

environment by making better choices when it comes to the consumption and disposal of 

household products and medications. Follow the project on Twitter @SulliedSediment for updates. 

 

To watch the trailer for the film, Last Paddle, click here: https://vimeo.com/442459484 

mailto:granville.davies@yorkshirewater.co.uk
https://worldriversday.com/
https://vimeo.com/442459484

